http://www.battlefieldsroute.co.za/

The Central and Northern Drakensberg is
an excellent springboard to one of South
Africa’s most significant historical experiences. This experience is perfect for a
slightly misty or rainy day in the Drakensberg.

Different stories regarding a tourism destination and

the use of specialist orators who have the art of telling
such tales are a critical element of successful meetings

Use a tour guide to ensure it is indeed a
memorable experience.

and incentives. The Drakensberg is fortunate to be
unique in the sense that it has the most extensive and
perhaps most exceptional repository of rock art in the
world. A core reason why this beautiful
mountain range received world heritage
site status.
Rock art is paintings or engravings on a
rock. Rock art in the Drakensberg was the
work of the San or the Bushman as they
prefer in Botswana and the Kalahari.

Archaeologists concur that the San were
descendants of the first Homo Sapiens
Sapiens that lived in Southern Africa.
They roamed freely in the area, especially
along the coast. For examples
remains of San or their forebears

“The gracious old dame of the Drakensberg”,
with all the traditions of the excellent country
hotels.

were found in Blombos Cave in the

Telephone: +27 36 468 1068
E-mail: reservations@thenest.co.za https://thenest.co.za

the San in this area dated at some

Western Cape some 70,000BP.

Lesotho has the first evidence of

20,000 years ago. Proof of the San

1

in the South African section of the Drakensberg is dated at some 8,000 years BP. They were hunters and
gatherers. Their hunting techniques are particularly renowned. They used specially poisoned arrows to bring

•

Visit the Winterton Museum;

down their prey, but in such a way that the meat of the animal was not spoilt.

•

Pop into one of the many craft

San rock art provided both a literal or overview of the day to day activities in the Drakensberg and their spir-

centres in the area;

•

Take an outing to the Cathedral
Peak Wine Estate;

•

and depicted their visits to the afterlife. These paintings symbolised four essential aspects of their religious
beliefs, namely:

•

rant,

Watch sport in one of the many
pubs in the area. It is always fun to
be part of the community;

Their belief that specific rock faces in rock shelters were a veil between the real world and the spiritual world. Often represented by a painting of an Eland emerging from a crack in such a rock face;

Visit the Ardmore Art Gallery and
enjoy a cup of coffee in their restau-

•

itual beliefs. Shamans painted the more spiritual paintings after they had emerged from very painful trances,

•

Water bodies, where they could engage with their ancestral spirits;

•

Dying, usually represented by a dying Eland; and

•

The spiritual world represented by flying people and buck.

The San believed in three extraordinary spiritual beings, namely, their ancestors, God and unusual animals.
The Eland had the most spiritual relevance.

•

Visit the Drakensberg Brewery;

•

Enjoy the local cuisine there are

merge with animals such as Eland. This concept is known as “Anthropomorphism”. Humans that combine

many excellent eateries in the area;

with spiritual creatures are known as “Therianthropes”. One theory is that Shamans paintings are very often,

The San believed that their Shamans could communicate with their ancestral spirits and at the same time

portraits of their experiences as “Therianthropes”. They also represented their experiences as being elongat-

and

•

ed beings.

Attend a Drakensberg Boys Choir
Concert on a Wednesday after-

Shamans often requested their ancestors for rain or to assist them in healing a sick member of their community.

noon.

•

Visit the Ladysmith Siege Museum

“When we reach the mountain summits we leave behind us all the things
that weigh heavily down below on our body and our spirit. We leave
behind all sense of weakness and depression; we feel a new freedom, a
gentle exhilaration, an exaltation of the body no less than of the spirit.
We feel a great joy .” – Field-Marshall Jan Christian Smuts

A painting of “Therianthropes” in the
Didima Valley area. Photo: James
Seymour

2

Another belief is that these were images of San dancing with animal masks.
Their most famous paintings were first; those of Eland, secondly of Rhebuck, whom they believed could bring rain and lastly humans.
Charcoal, burnt bone, iron oxide, white clay and bird droppings formed common ingredients of their paint pigment. Blood and fat formed the paints binding
substances. The colour was applied using fingers, splinters of bone and brushes made from feathers, grass, Wildebeest and later horse hair.
The following is the protocol that should be observed by tourists, tourist guides and rock art custodians. Visitors may only visit a rock art site in KwaZulu-Natal
under the guide of a rock art custodian, who has been trained by the heritage council of the province of KwaZulu-Natal or Amafa aKwaZulu-Natali . Also,
seek the permission of the land owner on which rock art exists. No more than eight to ten people may visit a rock art site at any one time.
The rock art custodian should inform guests that they must not touch, alter, deface, bump against or stir up dust in a shelter. All of these variables can seriously damage rock art. They should also inform visitors of the religious significance of such sites, and that appropriate respect be shown when entering a site.
Most San rock art sites are not open to the public. The principal locations that can be visited by the public in the Northern and Central Drakensberg are Battle
Cave, at Injasuthi Camp, Main Cave, at Giants Castle and Game Pass Shelter at the Kamberg Camp. There are some 40 other open sites in the region,
however; a tourist has to be accompanied by a rock art custodian to visit these sites. (Special thanks to Celeste Rossouw who provided the training of the
author as a San Rock Art Custodian to enable the publication of this article and Graham Barry, of Wits End, for his guidance).

cvrreception@champagnelaneresort.co.za
cvrops@champagneresort.co.za
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SPECIALIST TOUR OPERATORS INTO AFRICA SINCE 1990

We're celebrating
30 MAGICAL YEARS
offering holidays / incentives into Africa,
and we have a present for you!
Book direct with us between 1 Dec 2019 - 31 March 2020 &
receive:
• 10% OFF your entire booking incl. large groups / incentives
Added bonus:
• For family holidays: Go into a draw to WIN BACK the money
you paid for your package holiday with us
•

For incentives / large groups: Go into a draw for a couple's prize
to experience the Great Wildebeest Migration

OUR DESTINATIONS: Botswana / Kenya / Tanzania / Mozambique
/ Namibia / Zimbabwe / Zambia / Zanzibar / Seychelles / South Africa
/ Rwanda / Uganda
CONTACT US TODAY:
Allan: allan@falcon-africa.co.za
Allan: WhatsApp or Call: 083 631 0209
Tracy: tracy@falcon-africa.co.za
Tracy: WhatsApp or Call: 076 692 0986
Facebook: Falcon Africa
Landline: +27 (0)10 900 0654
QUOTE DISCOUNT CODE: THE BERG 10
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THE COMMUNITY OF ESTCOURT AND SOME OF THE FAMOUS SKIRMISHES THAT TOOK
PLACE IN THE GIANTS CASTLE AREA
Estcourt is worth visiting while you are in the Drakensberg region. Estcourt central business district is a busy hub of commercial activity with many chain
retail stores as well as local businesses making a roaring trade. The council have provided ample parking for shoppers, and the biggest bonus is that there
are no parking metres in town’ Another gift for shoppers is the fact that the Uthuke!a District Council has provided a small army of guards to safeguard the
business people of Inkosi Langalibele and their valuable customers. These security guards have ensured that criminals are scarce and so shoppers can
browse around town safe in the knowledge that they are well protected.

Situated in the Drakensview residential area is the small Hillside shopping complex, which has a supermarket and various other stores, for the convenience
of those who prefer to stay out of the centre of town. It also has plenty of parking with security guards on hand, night and day.

HISTORY
Introduction
In February 1948, the Governor of the Cape, Sir Harry Smith authorised the ‘establishment of a military post on the Bushman’s River. Primarily due to complaints from the settlers of cattle raids by the Bushman. A small force under a Captain Campbell had already established a military post on the banks of the
river just below the present fort.
The Settlement, still known as Bushman’s River Drift, was boosted in 1850 with an influx of Byrne Settlers and the name was changed to Estcourt to honour
Thomas Henry Sutton Estcourt who had played a significant role in the Byrne Emigration Scheme.
An alarm caused by the Langalibalele Rebellion in 1873 led to the construction of Fort Durnford. Major Antony Durnford of the Colonial Engineers selected
the site and possibly also designed it. Certainly his signature is on the plans. Today the Fort is the home of the Estcourt Museum.
By the end of 1885, the railway from the coast had reached Estcourt, and it helped convey an influx of treasure-seekers the following year responding to
reports of gold in the area. ‘Gold at Estcourt’ read a headline in the Natal Witness of October 16, 1886. But there was no gold to be found and the dreams
of fortune faded.
The South African or Anglo Boer War
The Boers surrounded Estcourt at the outbreak of the Anglo-Boer War In October 1899 and the first battle of the war in Natal the battle of Willow Grange
took place in this area. It was fought to the south of Estcourt and marked the furthest foray by the Boers into Natal. As the war progressed, many thousands of British soldiers began to arrive. They encamped temporarily in Estcourt It was during a reconnaissance towards Colenso on an armoured train that
led to the capture of Winston Churchill, a young correspondent for the Morning Post. He later escaped from Pretoria and returned to Natal via Mozambique. He came back to Estcourt to cover the Siege and Relief of Ladysmith.
Estcourt’s proclamation as a township took place in 1905. By 1914 the town qualified to become a Borough and R.M. Drummond was elected the town’s
first mayor. The Borough Council continued to operate until the formation of the Estcourt/Wembezi Transitional Local Council.
Furthermore, the municipalities of uMThezi and Imbazama were later merged to become Inkosi Langalibele Local Municipality.

The Battle of Willow Grange

Fort Durnford
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More about Fort Durnford

The Fort strategically placed on an eminence above the old military post at the drift represents a substantially rectangular structure of local sandstone,
with walls two feet thick rising approximately thirty feet. Also, there are two square towers, one to the South East and one to the North West. Additionally,
there are heavily barred windows throughout and numerous loopholes. The original windows had a design of heavy iron shutters turning on hinges spiked
to the walls, for closure when not manned.
Inside the building, a stone-paved hall gives entry to the body of the Fort, with guard, barrack and storerooms. Off a side passage, initially closed by a grille
and probably used for prisoners. Additionally, there are doors to a vaulted powder-magazine and offices.
Other items of interest include an underground tank beneath the floor of one of the rooms and in the ground floor of the North-West Tower the remains of
a pit from which two “secret” tunnels allegedly lead. One tunnel heads north-west towards the military post at the drift and one north· east exiting from
the hillside. This exit would have been useful for bringing in supplies or providing a means of escape.
Today the fort is the home of the Estcourt Museum. It also houses a fantastic collection of bird’s eggs donated by Godfrey Symons.
Other Estcourt Attractions:
Bloukrans Memorial (1938)
Many Voortrekker families were killed here following the murder of Piet Relief by the Zulus in February 1838. There is a memorial on the site.
Augustinian Chapel (1929)
The Chapel is at the end of Victoria Street in Estcourt Town. Estcourt became the cradle of the Augustinian Order· in Natal in 1891.
Brynbella –Willow Grange
The site of the southernmost battle of the Anglo· Boer War, some l0km from Estcourt on the old Estcourt/Mooi River road.
Chieveley Military Cemetery
In this cemetery, set among the trees, Freddy, the son of Lord Roberts, lies buried.
St. Matthews Anglican Church
1882 saw the construction of the first part of the Church. In 1959 the Nave was doubled in length
and the development of the Tower as a Memorial to those who had fallen in the war.
Old Civic Buildings
Built initially as the agricultural hall, this is now the home for the Drakensberg Experience Association.
The First Government School
Built circa 1886. The admission of the first scholars occurred on 2 August 1886. Located in Alexandra Street in Estcourt. Now known as Estcourt Secondary
School (Special thanks to the Willow Grange Hotel for providing much of this information).

DID YOU KNOW THE WILLOW GRANGE COPUNTRY HOTEL, HAS REOPENED ITS DOORS

The historic Willlow Grange Country Hotel under the curatorship of Lood and June Boshoff have once again ‘opened doors’. This venue is located at the
base of the famous hill where the Battle of Willow Grange took place. It has a nostalgic pub with much artwork regarding this unfortunate battle. For more
information please visit https://willow-grange-hotel.com.
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AN OVERVIEW OF SOME OF THE CONFERENCE
VENUES IN THE CENTRAL AND NORTHERN
DRAKENSBERG:

SOME KEY SUMMER 2019/2020
EVENTS:
6th – 8th Dec: Christmas in The Berg at Drakensberg

THE NEST CONFERENCE CENTRE

Boys Choir School www.webtickets.co.za

In previous editions of the Berg News, the author has provided detailed descrip-

7th Dec: Fun Dusk Trail Run Series . Drakensberg Brew-

tions of the Champagne Sports Hotel and the Okhlamba Municipality Confer-

ery. Belinda 0823053387

ence and Sports Facility as ideal venues for conventions.
8TH Dec: Mountain Madness .Four Rivers Adventures

However, there is a range of other conference venues in this area that are ideal

Louis 0823763172

for corporate and other meetings. In this addition an overview will be provided of
14th Dec: Christmas Market. 11.00 Cathedral Peak Wine

The Nest and AHA Alphine Heath meeting facilities.

Farm. www.cathpeakwines.com

Conferences at The Nest Hotel are very successful events. The Nest Hotel has
a modern double volume Conference Centre with underfloor heating, air condi-

14th Dec: Fun Dusk Trail Run Series . Drakensberg Brew-

tioning, wifi, and a private bar. Furthermore, it is situated in the “Adventure Capi-

ery. Belinda 0823053387

tal” of the Drakensberg. Therefore, numerous exciting, team building opportuni-

21st Dec: Fun Dusk Trail Run Series. Drakensberg Brew-

ties are available! Additionally, The Nest Hotel has most of the services required

ery. Belinda 0823053387

for modern conferences. Besides what they can’t supply, they will supply from
29th - 31st Dec: Smoking Dragon New Year’s Festival.

local service providers.

Amphitheatre Backpackers www.smokingdragon.org

The Nest Hotel has well trained and experienced staff to deal with most confer2020

ences, which today rarely exceed 200 delegates. Additionally, The Nest Hotel is
renowned for its catering abilities. Notably, the fact that it is one of the few hotels

4th Jan: Fun Dusk Trail Run Series . Drakensberg Brew-

in the Drakensberg to offer a table d’ hote experience.

ery. Belinda 0823053387

The Cathkin Valley is also referred to as the ‘Conference Valley’ of South Africa.

18th January. The Gin Run at Porterfield Farm (via Cham-

This is a result of the experience that this community has built, concerning the

pagne Sports Resort) Jani 083 2295585

hosting of business events. Furthermore, there is a range of pre, post and during conference tours easily arranged in this distinctive area. Additionally, spous-

24th Jan: 120th Anniversary . Battle of Spionkop. Ray

al programmes. The conference centre also overlooks a magnificent bowling

Heron 0825730225

green where delegates can receive personal training in the art of bowls. The

21st March: Royal Drakensberg MTB Race and Trail Run

Revu Spa is also a ‘hit’ over such events.
24 - 29 March: X- Berg Extreme Challenge at Drakensberg Brewery. www.xchallenge.com

Special thanks to Ann Gray for this list.

The Nest Conference Centre

ww
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Room

Area
(m² )

Cinema

Classroom

Boardroom

Banqueting

Cocktail

Conference Centre

221

120

80

50

100

200

Billiard Room

44

–

–

22

–

–

35

50

40

26

60

120

Cane Lounge

1

For more information visit http://www.thenest.co.za/

AHA Alpine Heath Conference Venues
From hosting the wedding of your dreams to a prestigious gala dinner or year-end function, the scenic mountains and all-around majestic
naturescape, AHA Alpine Heath offer the perfect backdrop to any medium sized event.

Ideally located midway between Durban and Johannesburg, aha Alpine Heath Resort & Conference Centre is known for its superb accommodation, fine cuisine, All Out Adventure activities and reliable event facilities.
Choose from a variety of thrilling and relaxing teambuilding activities, as well as unforgettable dining experiences at the on-site restaurants or the Umziki all-weather boma on the dam. Should you book all 100 chalets, exclusive use of the resort and its facilities are guaranteed. Each self-catering unit has a telephone, satellite TV and good cellular reception, as well as a kitchenette, lounge, dining area,
patio and fireplace. You are also welcome to request a wheelchair-friendly chalet to accommodate guests with special needs. The following table outlines the meeting facilities of AHA Alpine Heath.
.

Room Name

Size (m2)

Cinema

Boardroom

Banqueting

Cocktail

Arbousset

271

300

80

200

300

Boardroom

84

–

15

–

–

Sutherland

33.7

30

20

30

30

Gardiner

33.7

30

20

30

30

Keiiy

33.7

30

80

30

30

Lammergeyer

291

350

50

200

300

Lama &Lamb

124

80

20

70

120

Chapel

55

50

`

–

–

Boma

–

–

220

–
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Ouma’s Lounge

Telephone: 036 488 7438

E-mail: andelie@telkomsa.net
Website: http://www.oumaseopstal.co.za/

Ouma’s Bedroom. Ouma se Opstal
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SOME BREATHTAKING DRAKENSBERG HIKES - INJISUTHI TO MONKS COWL
This hike is strenuous. It is an approximately 21km in extent and takes over six and a half hours to complete Start early, around 06h30
and you should reach Monks Cowl before 16h00. It is a hike that provides spectacular views of Shada Ridge, Champagne Castle, Cathkin Peak and Sterkhorn, amongst other peaks and ridges.
You will need to get a friend to drop you off at the Injisuthi Camp and to collect you at Monks Cowl Camp. The walk starts from the main
office, and you need to head in the direction of Van Heynigens Pass. You will walk between Chalets Three and Four.
The walk-up Van Heynigens Pass is tiring, but it is worth it when you reach the top, and you can walk across to the viewing point. The
views of Red Wall, the Greater Injisuthi Buttress, Cathkin Peak, Monks Cowl and Ship’s Prow are particular. You then need to return to
the main contour path and turn right to walk along Shada Ridge to Blind Man’s corner. At Blind Man’s Corner, you turn right down the
contour path to either go down the Sphinx Route or Keartland’s Pass to reach the Monks Cowl Camp.

Some key tips to consider when taking
a walk or longer hike:
•

Sign the mountain rescue register;

•

Wear sturdy leather boots and carry a walking pole;

•

Wear a light rucksack even in the case of a walk;

•

Ensure it contains food items for at least one day, warm

clothing

Home to choice coffee, legendary biltong and the
famous Kiddy Patch

and a poncho (the weather in the Berg can

change suddenly), sufficient water, a small medical aid
kit, a cell phone, map, torch, whistle and a box of matches; and ideally a bivey;

•

In case you encounter a bushfire try to get as quickly as
possible to a small grove of trees or light a fire break
around you. At worst run directly through the fire and roll;

•

If you are caught in a lightning storm, urgently head for a
forest. At worst squat over a piece of insulating material

Phone: 083 290 2266

and ideally cover your self with a poncho or raincoat.

Email: info@theoutspan.co.za

Discard any metal items and leave your backpack a

Northern Drakensberg

distance from you. Do not lie down or stand under an

Address: 2Cameeldraai Farm,
20km from Bergville on R74
towards Harrismith

isolated tree; and

•
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Walk in a group of at least 3 persons.

SOME REGULAR
EVENTS:
Every Wednesday during Term time
the Drakensberg Boys Choir Wednesday Concerts – Every Wednesday during the school term at the Drakensberg
Boys Choir School – Info: 036 468 1012.
Ticket Bookings: www.dbchoir.com
Every Saturday: Winterton park run at
8am at The Waffle Hut. ww.parkrun.co.za

Cannibal’s Cave park run at 8 am at
Lizzie’s Store near Royal Natal National
Park.
Every Tuesday: 7 am in summer and 8
am in Winter Champagne Valley Walk-

Tel: 074 103 3613
Cathkin Trails for Mountain Bikers and
Email: info@adventurecentre.co.za
ing Club.

Trail Runners:

https://scootours.co.za/drakensberg/
Remember to pay your way to get your
wristband. No Helmet, no ride! Remem-

ber to sign the indemnity. For more information, visit our Facebook page. Enjoy
the trails.
The Cathbrew Trail Run takes place on
the last Friday of each month at 17.00 in
summer and 16.30 in winter.
(Source: Ann Gray)

An unmatched experience

Mississippi type “Paddle
Boat” on Spionkop Dam

Experience the enlightening tales of
the Battle of Spionkop and the history of
South Africa, by internationally acclaimed guide
Ray Heron.
Tel: +27(0)825730224
Email: spionkop@futurenet.co.za and
https://www.spionkop.co.za
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SLACKPACKING IN THE GIANTS CASTLE AREA
One of the latest tourism trends in South Africa is slackpacking. Slackpacking is an adventure, exploring beautiful wilderness areas using hiking trails without the burden of a backpack, a hard mattress, and pot noodles for dinner. Your luggage its taken care of and when you get to the
next accommodation option, you find it already there. You can look forward to a gentle stroll carrying nothing more than a packed picnic, some
binoculars and a good birding book. And the Drakensberg is keeping up with these trends. It now offers a spectacular slackpacking option that
will blow your socks off.
"Giants Castle Drakensberg Slack Packing Trail" is perfect for an easy to moderate hiking experience. It includes some of the most scenic
and biodiverse parts of KwaZulu Natal with dramatic views of the Drakensberg and Giants Castle. This hiking trail provides access to the Lowlands Conservancy and Zulu Waters Game Reserve. Unique places where hikers have not have access to till now. This is a three-day hike that
includes three nights of accommodation in 3 very different lodges each offering a three-course dinner, hearty breakfast and a picnic lunch to

enjoy under a shady tree along your way. The daily hikes are gentle in distance and gradient making, this hike a perfect beginner’s hike for
families and those less experienced and fit. You are in good hands with your hiking guide. The lodges offer locally grown, home-cooked meals
as a bonus. In the summer, there are rivers and dams to swim in and plenty of picturesque picnic spots on the route.
Your first night is Antbear Lodge, quite possibly one of the most sustainable lodges in South Africa. Here you will find homemade cheese from
milk from their cows, eggs from their homegrown chickens and a beautiful organic garden. Hiking starts heading up to the top of the mountain
with spectacular views looking out over the Drakensberg Mountains. Then down into the valley in the Lowland Conservancy where you feel far
away from everywhere.
Your second night is Leopards Lair Lodge. It is one of those lovely places full of a family atmosphere on a working farm offering a real agritourism experience. Meet Lalie their hand-reared eland, their rescue emus and ostriches and the rest of their farmyard menagerie. Your walk

from here starts at an easy grade and then drops back down into the Mbogta Valley. And then the highlight of the hike where you enter the Zulu
Waters Game Reserve.
Shaka Lodge offers the lapse of luxury a the game reserve. Your private chef will prepare delicacies that will make you want to stay forever.
Almost your whole day will be hiking inside the Game Reserve. You might see rhino, zebras, buffalo, ostriches, eland, waterbuck, wildebeest
and so much more. Groups are limited to 6 persons, and bespoke trails can be arranged for organised groups with special interests like butterflies, birding, ecology, wildflowers, mediation and star gazing. You can even add an extra few days at one of these lodges at the special slackpacking trail rate or add on additional activities like hot air balloon flights, horse trails, a star gazing hammock camp, game drives, butterfly tours
and a visit to the Giants Castle Vulture Hide. It’s the perfect family Drakensberg experience.
To book this Slackpacking Trail, please phone James Seymour of Cathkin Booking and Management Services or email him on

james@cathkinmanagement.com

Leopards Lair

Antbear
Zulu Waters
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WEATHER CHARTS FOR THE DRAKENSBERG:
The following are a set of weather charts for the KwaZulu-Natal Drakensberg area.

Average days with precipitation per month

Temperature - Celsius

"Affordable, comfortable accommodation with
magnificent views of the Drakensberg".
Tel: +27 829255508
E-mail: james@cathlkinmanagement.com
https://sites.google.com/site/swallowfieldrondavels/
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Van Heynigens Pass, Injisuthi

Mike’s Pass to Cathedral Peak

The Injisuthi to Monks Cowl Trail
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TOURISM SERVICES RELATED DIRECTORY:
Adventure Operator
Africa Escapes

Website

E-mail / phone

http://www.canopytour.co.za

info@drakensbergcanopytour.co.za

All Out Adventures
Berg Ventures
Cathkin Equestrian Centre
Cathkin Trails
Champagne Castle Adventure Centre
Deon’s Bee Show
Dragon Peaks Trail Rides
Drakensberg Ballooning
Drakensberg Canopy Tour
Drakensberg Hikes
Drakensberg Mountain Bike Tours
EBikes: Valley Tours
Elephamt Walking Trails
Four River Adventures
Horse Rides@Dragon Peaks
Hot Air Ballooning SA
Itchy Feet SA
Scootours
Spanafrican Adventures
Tugela Fishing Company
The Northern Horse
The Zingele Safari and River Company

Hot Air Ballooning in the Drakensberg (Source: James Seymour)
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Attractions

Website

E-mail

Website

E-mail

Website

E-mail

https://www.littleacres.co.za/

littleacres@live.co.za

Website

E-mail

Cathedral Peak Wine Estate
Dragon Rock Reptile Centre
Drakensberg Berg Boys Choir
Falcon Ridge
HED Honey Products

Booking Agency
Cathkin Park Reservations
Cathkin Booking & Management Services
Central Drakensberg Info & Booking Centre

Bed & Breakfast
Alkamia B&B
At home B&B
Bell Park B&B & Self Catering
Cathkin Cottages B&B
Clivia Hill Guest Cottage
Easby B&B and Wedding Venue

Little Acres B&B & Self Catering
Nzima B&B
River Crossing B&B and Self Catering
Swallow's Nest B&B
Winterton Country Lodge @Rose Cottage
Camping
Mountain Splendour Eco-Resort

Dragon Peaks Resort

Arthur’s Seat (Photo: James Seymour
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Crafts\Shopping

Website

E-mail

Facebook.com/FarmFriendsStall

farmfriendsstall@gmail.com

Consulting Organisation

Website

E-mail

Cathkin Booking and Management Services

www.thedrakensberg.net

james@cathkinmanagement.com

Berg Air
Canaan Coffee & Gifts
Candles R Us
Cannibals Curio
Cedarwood Supermarket
Choclate Memories
Farm Friends
Hand Woven Rug Company
KwaZulu Weavers and Waffle Hut

L'Ady's Queen of Tarts
Scrumpy Jack Farmstall
Thamela Farmstall
Thandanani Craft Centre
The Outspan
Thokozisa

Eland on the Drakensberg Dream Estate (Photo: James Seymour)
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Country/Farm Stay

Website

E-mail

Glenside Farmhouse
Ardmore Guest Farm
Winterton Country Lodge @Rose Cottage
Game Reserves
Kwaggashoek

Website

E-mail

Slievyra
Spionkop Nature Reserve
Weenen Game Reserve
Zulu Waters Game Reserve

PCO/Incentive Organiser

Website

E-mail/ Phone

Cathkin Booking and Management Services

https://thedrakensberg.net

james@cathkinmanagement.com

Golf Course Organisation

Website

E-mail/ Phone

Cathedral Peak Golf Club
Champagne Sports Golf Club
Hlalanathi Golf Club
Monks Cowl
Nondela
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Hotel/Resort Organisation

Website

E-mail

Alpine Heath Resort
ATKV Drakensville Holiday Resort
Cathedral Peak Hotel
Cayley Lodge
Champagne Castle Hotel
Champagne Lane Resort
Champagne Sport Resort
Dragon Peaks Mountain Resort
Drakensberg Sun
Hlalanathi Berg Resort
Little Switzerland Resort
Monks Cowl Country Club
Montusi Mountain Lodge
Orion Mont Aux-Sources
Sandford Park Country Hotel
The Cavern Resort & Spa
The Nest Hotel & Conference Centre https://thenest.co.za

reservations@thenest.co.za

The Willow Grange Country Hotel

San Rock Art Sites ope to public

Website

E-mail

Main Cave, Giants Castle Camp
Injisuti Camp, guided tour to Battle
Cane
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Lodge

Website

E-mail

https://www.spionkop.co.za

spionkop@futurenet.co.za

Bridge Lodge & A la Carte Restaurant
Cheetah Ridge Lodge
Drakensberg Mountain Retreat
Esiweni Luxury Lodge
Inkungu Lodge
Linglela Lodge
The Owl and Elephant
Three Tree Lodge
Umzalazolo Lodge (Nambiti)
Wild Horses Exclusive Mountain Lodge
Antbear Lodge
Blue Haze Country Lodge
Spionkop Lodge
Winterton Country Lodge @Rose Cottage
Witsieshoek Mountain Lodge

Restaurant / Coffee Bar

Website

E-mail/ Phone

Bingelelea Restaurant/ Pizzeria & B&B
Coffee Patch/ Outspan

info@theoutspan.co.za or 083290 2266

Interactive Choclate Bar
The Black Scabbard Portuguese Bistro
Cathedral Peak Wine Estate
The Griller Restaurant
Thokozisa Restaurant
The Pig and Plough
Valley Bakery
Waffle Hut

Shada Ridge (Photo: James Seymour)
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Self-catering

Website

E-mail/ Phone

http://www.bergbauhaus.co.za/

creative@megawifi.co.za

Accommodation at Trek Trip and Trails

Ama Casa Self Catering Cottages
Bell Park B&B & Self Catering
Berg Bauhouse
Berghaven Cottages
Berghouse and Cottages
Champagne Cottages

cvrreception@champagnelaneresort.co.za

Champagne Valley Resort
Clivia Hill Guest Cottage
Drakensberg Dream
Drakensview Self Catering
Easby B&B
Ezulwini Berg Resort
Fernwood
Glenside Farmhouse
Hill Billy Cottages

+27 84 985 7513 / hillbillies@lantic.net

Ihophe (Turtle Dove)
Ikhayalamafu Mountain Hideway & Private
Nature Reserve
Inkunzi Cave
Ledges Retreat
Little Acres

https://www.littleacres.co.za/

littleacres@live.co.za

Ouma se Opstal

http://www.oumaseopstal.co.za/

andelia@telkomsa.net

Peak View Cottage

https://www.drakensbergexperience.com/
best-accommodation/drakensberg-selfcatering/item/409-peak-view-cottage

anngray@telkomsa.net

https://sites.google.com/sites/
swallowfieldrondavels/

james@cathkinmanagement.com

www.witsend.co.za

info@witsend.co.za

Monks Cowl
Nambiti House
Oak Cottage
Old Beacon Hill

Pumeleni
River Crossing
Rockwood Earth Lodge
Shiriba Lodge
Slievyra Game Farm
Sungubale Eco Camp
Swallows Nest
Swallowfield Rondavels
Toplodge
Wits End Mountain Lodge
Lily's Cottage
Champagne View Cottage and Farm
Nondela Drakensberg Mountain Estate
Winterton Country Lodge @Rose Cottage
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Spa

Website

E-mail

Be Spoilt Spa
Cayley Lodge
Champagne Sports Resort
Drakensberg Salon @ Thokozisa
The Nest Hotel

Tour Guide

Website

E-mail

https://thedrakensberg.net

james@cathkinmanagement.com

https://www.spionkop.co.za

spionkop@futurenet.co.za

Tour Operator

Website

E-mail

Cathkin Booking and Management Services

https://thedrakensberg.net

james@cathkinmanagement.com

Drakensberg Treks
Emachibini Travel and Tour
James Seymour
Mnweni Cultural Centre
Ray Heron
Siyaphambile Tourist Guides and Porters
Umphafa Berg Tours

Champagne Shuttle & Coach Hire
Golf Got You
Ron Gold Tours
Tugela Falls Travel & Tours
Umusa Shuttle Services
Africa Ignite/ Wowzulu Emazini

Wedding Planner Organisation

Website

E-mail

Tying the Knot

The perfect wedding destination (Source: Wits End)
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CATHKIN BOOKING AND MANAGEMENT SERVICES:
Cathkin Booking and Management Services, the publisher of this newsletter, was established to provide specialised and personalised support services to assist tour operators, associations, government departments,
corporates, incentive houses and individual travellers in securing the right
products and experiences, to ensure the meeting of their needs.
Also, this agency assists in developing dedicated marketing strategies,
whether tactical or long-term, feasibility studies, business plans, advertising campaigns, bid proposals, marketing tools such as websites, applications and social media tools such as blogs, corporate Facebook Pages
and Instagram Sites to support the marketing efforts of a particular estab-

Email: james@cathkinmanagement.com

lishment

www.thedrakensberg.net

It also provides a market research function to analyse your current service

This agency can conduct cost-effective surveys to test perceptions of your service levels, marketing tools and product offering. Key clients of
this company include Tsogo Sun, Seef Tourism Development Services, The Nest Hotel, Willow Grange Country Hotel, and Assegai and
Javelin. This agency has already developed a personalised booking website for the Drakensberg and surrounding area, https://
thedrakensberg.net/, and the first dedicated application for the Drakensberg (download from Google Play Store). Besides, it has developed
business websites and e-mail marketing strategies for accommodation venues such as Highbourne Cottage, Willow Grange Country Hotel,
Pilot’s Cabin and the Drakensberg Dream. In addition he is experienced in setting up central and real time reservation systems such as
Nightsbridge.

The Managing Director of the company, James Seymour, has an MSc in Travel and Tourism Management from the University of Nottingham, an MA in Applied Anthropology and various other marketing qualifications. He is a registered Tourist Guide for KwaZulu-Natal, a San
Rock Art Site Custodian and has a particular passion for hiking. See his Linked In profile at http://www.linkedin.com/in/james-seymoura3162313.

Some key notes:
Web links are provided to most attractions listed in this periodical. If you have any queries please do not hesitate to e-mail James at
james@cathkinmanagement.com. The Central and Northern Drakensberg is normally accessed by the N3 from Johannesburg or Pietermaritzburg and Durban. From the East take the Loskop offramp. From the West take the Bergville or Winterton offramps. Copyright: Cathkin
Booking and Management Service. You are welcome to use content as long as you credit “Berg Times”.
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Cruising on the Spionkop Dam (Photo: James Seymour)
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